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Hello, dear Embassy No.25 Togolese Republic

The political stability in western Africa and the great opportunity for investment

47 ethnic groups with their different and unique traditions and cultures

Donated teak woods to build houses and furniture after the great east earthquake in 2011
Young country, 60% of the population are under 35 years old

bordered by Ghana to the west, Benin to the east, Burkina Faso to
the north, and its southern coast in the Gulf of Guinea is about 60
km, and the land from south to north is about 700 km. Its shape is like a
long, thin tape. The coastal area was known as “slave coast” in colonial
era from the 16th to 19th century by the Europeans who sought slaves.
The Autonomous Port of Lomé, situated in the capital city has become
the major trading center for exporting agricultural goods such as coffee,
cocoa and lumbers in the western Africa. Its 7.5 million population
consists of many ethnic variety gently cohabitating with the country
motto: “Smile of Africa.”
We interviewed honorable Mr.Afognon Kouakou Sedaminou,
Charged’ Affaires at its embassy in Yakumo, Meguro-ku, Tokyo.

T ogolese Republic is a country located in western Africa. Togo is

—What are the most attractive things in Togo for foreigners?

There are two major attractive things. First is the political stability in
western Africa, which is the great opportunity for investment, especially
in the port of Lome as it has the deep water-front for big ships to dock,
especially good for transportation for loading; it took years to make a
good political arrangement for handling goods. It is also a free port with
no custom fees now for a certain period.

The second thing is the cultural aspect as we have 47 ethnic groups in
the country which have their different and unique traditions and
cultures.

—What kind of unique cultures we can expect?

In the southern part, there are rituals to worship and praise sacred stones
with different colors; white, blue, mostly in the beginning of September
or sometimes in the end of August. These stones are small, about a
handful, but very sacred. In the central part of the country, there are fire
wood festival as well in July, when people put fire and praise the rich
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harvest. June to August is the best season to stay in Togo in terms of
climate and many festivals.

—What about workforces and their education in your country?

We are demographically very young country, as more than 60% of our
population are under 35 years old, so we can offer very young working
forces. We are now offering 10 year free education for primary school
till secondary school age, so that we have almost full education for
young generation. We have two national universities and many private
universities, where they are focusing on teaching students with science
and technology to meet the social demand.

—What has been the bilateral relations and your expectation in the
near future?
In 2010, Togo established our embassy in Tokyo.
In 2011, Togo president came to Japan and visited earthquake affected
area. He was the first president to have visited Japan after the great east
earthquake and donated 1.2 million yen for supporting the victims; and
next year Togo donated teak woods to build houses and furniture for the
victims as well. Togo has been aggressively trying to support the
earthquake victims.
I’m pleased to say highly increasing number of issuing visas. This
situation is due to the increase in Japanese investment in Togo in terms
of road and port infrastructure, but also to the tourist and cultural
attractiveness of Togo.
To attract more Japanese tourists to Togo, we take part in various events
organized here in Japan to show the various Togolese touristic and
cultural opportunities; We also organize seminars, cooking courses and
seize opportunities such as those offered by IAC for example to achieve
this objective.
(Michio Katsumata,
IAC / Professor Emeritus, Akita International University)

Indonesia is a huge string of islands whose distance from its east end to west end

is same as the distance between Bali and Tokyo.

It is a multiracial country with many different ethnicities and religions.

Every religious holiday is a national holiday

If you put Indonesia in the center of a map, you will discover many things

Embassy in Gotanda, Tokyo.

Indonesia is a country that consists of 13,000 islands near the
equator. It will celebrate the 72nd anniversary of its independence in the
summer of 2017. Historically, it is a maritime country that has various
traditions since more than a thousand years ago. When we walked
through the hallway of the embassy, we saw models of the remains of
the Buddhist temple, Borobudur, and a house of the Toraja tribe of the
Sulawesi island. We felt that Indonesia must be a diverse country. We
were told that the day after this interview happened to be a Christian
holiday, Easter.

W e interviewed Minister Counsellor, Mr. Eko Junor at the

—When the Japanese people think of Indonesia, we picture the Bali
island which is famous for its Hinduism, and Borobudur, which is a
Buddhist temple. However, I understand that Indonesia has the largest
Muslim population in the world.

Minister Counsellor: “Indonesia is a country of the world’s largest
Muslim population, with over two hundred million Muslims, but we
respect the opinions of people of other religions. Our constitution
regulates Indonesia’s 5 fundamental principles which clearly believes
that it is important to protect our diversity.”

—My image of Islam in Indonesia is different from that of the Arab
countries.

Minister Counsellor: “Indonesia is different from the Arab countries in
terms of how Islam spread. One person who spread the Islamic religion
in Indonesia is Zheng He, who came from China in the 15th century. He
spread Islam in the process of promoting the interaction and trade with
the kingdoms in the islands that were scattered between the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.”

—Why is diversity so important in Indonesia where many of its people
believe in Islam?
Minister Counsellor: “To know Indonesia, I want you to look at the old
map of what kingdoms of Indonesia contained. If you look at the world
map, you can see how close Indonesia is to China, India and Africa via
the sea lanes. Since Indonesia is rich in nature, in medieval times many
merchants came for the spices and that made the region attractive to
other nations. Diversity made what Indonesia is today. It is natural to
cherish diversity.”
—1 feel close to Indonesia. You have Tempeh, a fermented soybean.
That is something we have in common.
Minister Counsellor: “Tempeh is a kind of fermented soybean, same as
Japanese natto. Japanese natto is sticky, but our tempeh is a little
different. We stir fry it, make tempura out of it, or eat it raw like
sashimi. There are many ways to cook it and it is very delicious and
healthy.”
—The Minister Counsellor, Mr. Eko Junor, carefully answered my
question one by one. He placed his face next to the face of Mr. Akhmad
Munir, who served as the translator for the interview, and said in a
lighthearted way, “I am an Indonesian of Indian decent and he is an
Indonesian from the islands. We are different looking, but we are one
nation.”
After the interview, I felt that we have a lot to learn about Indonesia
other than the familiar image of Indonesia, that is, “Buddhism, Balinese
Dances, and Shadow Puppets.”
We would like to continue various activities of cultural exchange with
the people of Indonesia.
(Sakurako Abe, IAC)
(translated by Keiko Hori,IAC)
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People call the Maldives, ‘“Gems of the Indian Ocean’ and ‘‘Paradise on earth”

It has many beautiful islands

Every year, fourteen million tourists come to the Maldives from all over the world
80 % of the country’s islands are no more than 1 meter above sea level

In response to our question about the people’s lives in the Maldives,

Mr. Mohamed Hussain Shareef, who was the Ambassador of the Republic of
Maldives when we interviewed him in May, 2017, gave us frank answers

veryone’s image of the Maldives is a resort where honeymooners
E visit, or islands where people can enjoy marine sports such as
diving. I heard that 99.2% of the Maldives is sea, and land is only
0.8% of the country.
Ambassador: “The Maldives is a country of 1,192 islands that are made
of coral reef. It is an island country that stretches 960km from south to
north in the Indian Ocean. In the *70s, the number of people who
worked for fishery was the largest, but it became second now. Today,
the industry that acquires the largest amount of foreign currency, and
hires the most number of people, is tourism. Every year, more than 40
thousand tourists come from Japan. However, to this day, the symbol of
the friendship between the Maldives and Japan is fishery.”
—Why is that?
Ambassador: “In the *60s, the Japanese company, Yanmar came to the
Maldives. Since then, people who were fishing with sailing boats began
installing engines to their boats.We used to fish only for our people, but
after Marubeni came from Japan, we started exporting fish. Then came
the Japanese organization, JICA, who taught us how to process food to
make tuna can and kamaboko.
In 2011, right after the great earthquake in the Tohoku region, people
worked together to collect 600 thousand tuna cans and send them to
three prefectures in the Tohoku region. From a country with population
of only 400 thousands! The government didn’t ask them. People
spontaneously collected the donation. That’s why fishery is the symbol
of friendship between the two countries. Ninety-nine percent of the
exports from the Maldives to Japan still is seafood such as big-eyed
tuna, yellowfin tuna, bonito, and swordfish.”
—1I heard that the Maldives manufactures dried bonitos.
Ambassador: “We make dried bonitos for export to Japan. However,
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ours is not as hard as the ones that are made in Japan. The Maldives is a
very unique country in that we are influenced by various countries. For
instance, we are Muslims. Islam is the influence from the Middle East.
We have Bodu Beru, a traditional dance we perform to the sound of the
drums. This dance is the influence from eastern Africa. As for food,
there has been a big influence from the South Asian Countries such as
India and Sri Lanka, but ours is not very hot. Our language is
Indo-Aryan with the influence from languages of various countries such
as the Middle Eastern countries, India, and China. This is because many
people came to the Maldives for commerce.”
—Eighty percent of the islands are no more than one meter above sea
level. The rise in sea levels due to global warming must be a concern.
Ambassador: “Schools and hospitals are in the tall buildings at the
center of islands. We produce drinking water by distilling sea water. We
deposit sand on the coral reefs to create an artificial island. We are
preparing for the rising of sea levels and Tsunami.”
—TIs there anything that you want to tell the Japanese people who are
visiting the Maldives?
Ambassador: “The Maldives islands, which are made of coral reefs, are
alive. Please take a picture of the same island every year. You will
notice how the shape of the island changes with time. I want the
Japanese people to enjoy marine sports, but would like to ask them to
spend one day visiting the island where the people live, and experience
the life of Maldives people.”
Ambassador Shareef talked about his country with affection. It is
difficult to imagine a life on islands one meter above sea level.
However, by visiting the embassy of such country, I was able to release
myself from the busy, daily life in Japan and feel very relaxed.
(Sakurako Abe, IAC)
(Translated by Keiko Hori, IAC)
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