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IAC network spreads across the country

F ounded in 1960 by A-bomb survivors in Hiroshima and other supporters, International

Artists Center (IAC) started its activities in Tokyo as a private entity, in the hope for
achieving world peace. Since it made the shift to a non-profit organization in 2006, it has
been supported by many individual members who enjoy international and cultural exchanges
more than ever before. And these days, to our great delight, members living outside the Tokyo
metropolitan area are also willing to help us though they live far away from us.
Reiko Koga, an IAC member/Coordinator living in Kansai (Western Japan), has been engaged in

interviews with consuls in Kansai, which you can check in our website and Facebook.

In anticipation of soaring attention to international exchanges in Kansai before the 2025 World
Expo in Osaka, we are ready to get involved via Koga-san in various international events in
Kansai. Let’” s look forward to future IAC activities in Kansai.
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Launch of ODORI JAPAN and its performance as part of Minato City traditional culture introductory project
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Cooperative projects with host towns
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Cooperative projects with embassies in Japan
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Tea ceremony with ambassadors to enjoy Japanese tea and seasonal refreshments
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Interview with the Consul - Starting off in Kansai
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In Kansai, there are no embassies, but there are consulates. And

L B new series of articles interviewing consulates started in May 2019.

the only Consular Corps in Japan is located in Kansai. The Kansai
Consular Corps (KCC) dates back to 1868 or around the end of the Edo era,

when the foreign diplomatic missions arrived in Kobe for the first time.
Marking the 150th anniversary in 2018, KCC started to draw increasing
attention.

What our readers often ask us is the difference between an embassy and a
consulate. An embassy’ s main role is diplomatic function such as
interacting with the host government. In comparison, a consulate is
principally engaged in issuing visas and protecting its citizens living in the
host country.

Through interviews with the consulates we found new charms of the

countries and had discoveries: consulates are close to the local residents

BEBTORFERMOLT and economically connected with the region. And there is a position called
(b)) fEME/\F < EMEREEE . . .
(F) 1EABRA > RfesEERE Honorary Consulate. In regions where there are no diplomats dispatched

from the country, a resident of the region may be appointed Honorary
Consul. Being “honorary” , it is a post without pay. Many may not know, but
Japan’ s diplomatic relations are supported by such unremunerative work.
Now we are planning to organize events with consulates in Kansai and
embassies in Tokyo. The first event will happen on May 23, 2020 under the
theme of Moldovan wine, attended by Ambassador of the Republic of
Moldova.

“Interviews with Consuls” are available on the site of International Artists

BRI k. TILEN - T4 VAICEFT. T Center. Enjoy the stories on Consulate General of Panama in Kobe, Honorary

JVRNNKfE J72L - IRATK (His Excellency . P
Dr. Vasile BUMACOV) & &—gie IAC DD BT (72) Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia in Osaka and Consulate General of

ERBRIFE (B) India, Osaka-Kobe. (Reiko Koga, Coordinator, IAC)
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